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The Plan of Conservation & Development

The Analysis of Natural Resources

ÅOur first step to developing the land 
use plan is to identify the location 
and spatial distribution of natural 
resources. 

ÅFor example, the topography map 
to the right begins to inform us 
about areas with steep slops that 
may be problematic for 
development (i.e., unstable soils, 
erosion, etc.)



The Plan of Conservation & Development

The Analysis of Natural Resources

ÅThe 100-year Flood Plain denotes 
areas of the community that are at risk 
of flooding. This map denotes area 
subject to flooding. Therefore, special 
attention is required for these area. 
For example, the following are some 
questions we may consider:

ÅWill new development result in 
increased stormwater runoff that 
may increase the risk of flooding?

ÅWhat is the risk to properties 
already built in the flood plain?

ÅAre the existing flood zone 
regulations sufficient to properly 
regulate development within the 
flood plain?



The Plan of Conservation & Development

The Analysis of Natural Resources

ÅState law requires municipal 
government to regulate 
development that may impact 
wetlands and watercourses. 

ÅWetlands and watercourses have 
been deemed important resources 
that provide critical habitat, filter 
pollutants, and provide storage 
capacity for flood waters. Therefore, 
wetlands and watercourses need to 
be regulated and protected from 
harm. 



The Plan of Conservation & Development

The Analysis of Natural Resources

ÅNatural Diversity areas are critical 
natural resources and habitats that 
are protected and regulated by the 
State. 

ÅHowever, since local development 
activity has the potential to impact 
these areas, it is important for these 
area to be considered as part of our 
land use planning considerations. 

ÅThe highlighted areas on the map 
denote areas that may require 
special consideration when 
developing land use policies, 
crafting regulations, and reviewing 
land use applications.



The Plan of Conservation & Development

The Analysis of Natural Resources

ÅFarmland and farming are important 
natural and economic resources that 
sustain us. 

ÅFarmland soils inform us as to the 
areas best suited for farming. This
further informsof the areasthat
mostneedprotecting to sustain 
farming. 

ÅThis helps to inform us about land 
use policies and priorities regarding 
farmland preservation.


